294                     "THE LAND OF CHARITY."

Thy dear aged parents and pious sisters shall weep for thee with streaming

tears!
Let us follow the exhortation and example of our holy teacher, and meet

him in Heaven!
0 heavenly lord! the Source of life! do Thou send another missionary to do

good to the people!

Alas! alas! &c.

Thus amid difficulties and discouragements, loss of mission-
aries and occasional opposition from the heathens, the
Christian congregations continued to increase and spread, so
that in 1858, when other important events aifeeted the state
and prosperity of the mission, there were seven principal
stations, with seven European missionaries; 210 congrega-
tions, with 16,939 native professing Christians, of whom
2,195 were baptized, and 980 in full communion with the
church. Amongst these, 394 native catechists and school-
masters were at work.